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NEWS RELEASE 

Embargoed till 19 November 2021, 12noon 

 

 

FURTHERING THE SOCIAL INCLUSION AGENDA THROUGH  

RESEARCH AND INNOVATION 

 

 

19 November 2021 - Recognising the impact of research and innovation in furthering 

social inclusivity of persons with disabilities, the Disability Applied Research Forum 

(darFORUM) was established to enhance the research and innovation capabilities of 

the disability sector in Singapore. The biennial event, organised by MINDS in 

collaboration with the Disability Research Coalition (DRC) and supported by the 

National Council of Social Service (NCSS), offers opportunities for learning, networking 

and cross-disciplinary collaboration among practitioners and researchers of the social 

services sector. 

 

Ms Tan Li San, Chief Executive Officer of NCSS, said: “Research, innovation and the 

use of data are key enablers of effective social service. NCSS is funding the 

darFORUM for a second time as it presents an invaluable platform to galvanise the 

disability sector around research, promote understanding of key issues, and facilitate 

innovation and collaboration.”  

 

The inaugural darFORUM in 2019 resulted in several collaborative research. This 

includes the study of enablers and barriers to ageing-in-place for Persons with 

Intellectual Disabilities (PWIDs) and the evaluation of services and programmes for 

PWIDs with dementia in Singapore.  The studies are ongoing, with results expected to 

be released in 2022.  
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Over 300 professionals and students converged at this year’s darFORUM, which was 

held digitally on 19 November 2021. Themed “Enabling Social Inclusion through 

Research and Innovation”, it provided a platform for the participants to engage in robust 

discourse on three focus areas:  

 

(1) Optimising Learning for Persons with Intellectual and Developmental 

Disabilities;  

(2)  Improving Employment Outcomes for Persons with Disability; and 

(3)  Improving Inclusive Community Living and Ageing-in-place for Persons with 

Disability.  

 

The forum featured oral and poster presentations, workshops by international experts, 

and roundtable discussions for participants from various social service agencies. One 

of the presentations featured the findings of a pilot study by MINDS, which measures 

the impact of its services and programmes on the Quality of Life (QoL) of its clients.  

 

Dr Vimallan Manokara, Head of the MINDS Institute and Chair of the Disability 

Research Coalition (DRC), shared: “The pilot study is client-centric and takes a step 

towards an outcome and impact-focused approach to service delivery.  Overtime, and 

with improvements to the Quality of Life, we hope to empower our clients to pursue 

their aspirations and to facilitate their integration into society.”  

  

 

- END - 
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About the Movement for the Intellectually Disabled of Singapore (MINDS)  

The Movement for the Intellectually Disabled of Singapore (MINDS) was founded in 

May 1962 and is one of the oldest and largest social service agencies in Singapore 

serving Persons with Intellectual Disabilities (PWIDs) and their families. 

 

MINDS offer a holistic range of services that support our beneficiaries and their 

caregivers across their lifespan, with the aim of empowering and enhancing their 

quality of life.  These include schools, employment and training development centres, 

home-based care services and community-based services to cater to the educational, 

vocational, social and welfare needs of PWIDs. 

 

MINDS Institute (MI), the research arm at MINDS, specialises in the applied research 

and development of innovative and sustainable approaches within the disability sector 

to improve outcomes and quality of life for PWIDs and their caregivers.  

 

For more information, visit www.minds.org.sg. 

 

 

About DRC 

The Disability Research Coalition (DRC) was formed in 2019 to promote collaboration 

in the areas of research, innovation, and training in the Singapore’s disability sector.  

Coalition members include: APSN Education Services, AWWA, Cerebal Palsy Alliance 

Singapore, Community Psychology Hub, Down Syndrome Association (Singapore), 

MINDS, National Institute of Education, Rainbow Centre, Singapore, Thye Hua Kwan 

Moral Charities, St. Andrew’s Autism Centre and SUN-DAC.  

 

 

http://www.minds.org.sg/

